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Highlights from the October Meeting

Czech Glass Bead Trip

What an opportunity! Chris Schneider, owner of the Bead Bin, was invited by her vendor to go on a trip to the
Czech Republic with a dozen other bead store owners from across the U.S. to visit some glass bead factories,
design a bead, and shop, shop, shop! What an opportunity! We got Chris to speak at the October meeting and
see her pictures.

Chris started with photos of the City of 100 Spires - Prague. Over 1 million people live there and in the old city,
the streets are made of cobblestone (she had pictures of them repairing the streets). The pictures of the streets,
old ladies looking out windows or getting deliveries through their windows, St. Vitas Cathedral which is attached
to the Prague castle (where the crown jewels are kept but is a government office building now), and another ca-
thedral in Old Towne (an inspiration for the Disney castle?), made me want to go there.

Only one factory allowed the group nearly unlimited access to take pictures, a fire polished bead factory which
has only 12 employees. Her pictures were amazing and gave me a whole new appreciation for how beads are
made. A couple guys work at night to make the beads that will then be faceted the next day by women who sit in
front of a grinder, watch a clock, and turn the beads in precise timing and patterns. The fire polish comes next.
Quality control? One person looks at ALL of the beads that are produced. (And | thought | went cross-eyed trying
to sort a mixed up bag of beads.) We won’t tell OSHA about the guys in shorts and sandals and no one is wear-
ing goggles.

That wasn’t the only factory the group visited. They not only purchased beads, but got to design a bead and
each bead store owner will get a batch of every bead. At a button factory they got to select a button from some
old molds and they pressed a run for them. A button collector opened up his collection to the group and sold his
duplicates to them. At an art school, students demonstrated glass blowing and Chris took pictures of the stu-
dents’ work that were on display. Very cool!

Sounds like there were only two drawbacks to the trip, 1) lugging a backpack, bursting at the seams with beads,
through customs (she got through but not without some strange looks), and 2) waiting for beads she ordered
and the beads the group designed. Chris has high hopes for some great purple beads from some gorgeous pur-
ple cane they found. [They have arrived!]

The economy is hitting everyone hard and some factories are closing or consolidating. The orders these 13 bead
store owners place at the fire polished bead factory, for example, is several months work for them. Chris didn’t
have any examples of her purchases so make sure you ask to see them the next time you drop by the Bead Bin.
(Perhaps you'll stop by when you come to the Fine Arts Show and Sale at Westgate on Nov. 21stl)

Pat Reichert



November 2009 Madison Bead Society

November Meeting : November 16, 2009

When: 6:30p.m. —8:30 p.m.
Where: Pinney Library Meeting Room, 204 Cottage

Grove Road, Madison 53716 (608)224-7100

Program: Lynn Gifford from Midnight Moon in Stoughton
will be teaching a beautiful bracelet.. Cost of kit approxi-

mately $15. to be paid at the meeting.

We look forward to seeing you all at the meeting !

“Got Beads?” tote/backpack

The Capital dome was lit up with pink lights this October
in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

MBS continues to do it's part by donating $10 from
every pink “Got Beads?” tote/backpack that we sell. So
far, we’ve donated $160 to the Koman Madison Race
for the Cure, but that amount can be doubled by selling
the remaining totes.

$20 for MBS members

$30 for nonmembers



http://webmail.aol.com/28878/aol-1/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.25925759&folder=Saved%2fMadison+Bead+Society&partId=4
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Meeting Schedule: 2009 Mark your Calendar 2009
November 21: MBS Annual Show and
6:30pm-8:30pm Sale at Westgate Mall

December 28 Oakwood West 2010
Potluck: bring a dish to pass and a project to work on; March 27-28: Art Glass & Bead Show
Bead Exchange- bring your unused beads& supplies to trade June 6-13: Bead and Button , Milwau-
Bead-a-Day Calendar Raffle: must be present to win! kee

Don’t Forget/ Fine Art

Saturday, November 21, 2009 10am -5pm
Westgate Mall (Odanna Road and Whitney Way)

2009-10 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS

President: Judi Jacobs judi.jacobs@madisonbeadsociety.org

Vice Pres.: Michelle Machut michelle.machut@madisonbeadsociety.org

Treasurer: Gail Piper gail.piper@madisonbeadsociety.org 242-9282

Secretary: Nancy Volk uwvolk@gmail.com 233-1909

Member At Large: Margit Moses

Program Committee: Nancy McCulley thecraftingmom@yahoo.com 609-8587
Carla Stemmer carlaedrn@aol.com
Shannon Jambard beadyshannon@verizon.net

Web Goddess: Michelle Machut michelle.machut@madisonbeadsociety.org

Show & Sale Chair: Michelle Appelt chelle9162@yahoo.com 442-1624
Ingrid Stark
Show & Sale Publicity: Liz Jones  ljonesl1@charter.net 839-0226
Newsletter Editor: Carla Stemmer carlaedrn@aol.com 497-0732
345-3166

Membership Chair: Pat Reichert  pat.reichert@madisonbeadsociety.org
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